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LENT 2025 =

'PURVEYORS OF AWE WHEEC T

Wednesday Worship: Curiosity

Gathering with song “Purveyors of Awe”
Open my eyes that | may see Silently now I wait for thee,
glimpses of truth thou hast for me. ready, my God, thy will to see.
Place in my hands the wonderful key Open my eyes, illumine me,
that shall unclasp and set me free. Spirit divine!

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart, Open the eyes of my heart,

I want to see you | want to see you

I want to see you | want to see you

Silently now | wait for thee, Open my eyes, illumine me,
ready, my God, thy will to see. Spirit divine!

Contemporary Reading—Our first reading is a contemporary one—an excerpt from
Scott Shigeoka. Scott is a curiosity expert and has done research on curiosity at the
University of California, Berkeley in their Greater Good Science Center. He’s
traveled the country, building relationships across differences. He’s also the author
of Seek: How Curiosity Can Transform Your Life and Change the World: “We need
to embrace what | call ‘deep curiosity.” This is the kind of curiosity that invites us
to use it as a force for meaningful connection and transformation. This is what
strengthens our relationships to ourselves and each other.”

We Hear God’s Word
Proverbs 2:2-5
Incline your ear to Wisdom,
and take her truth into your heart.
For if you yearn for insight
and cry out for understanding,
if you search for it as you would for silver,
and dig for it as you would for buried treasure,
you will understand what [awe] of YHWH is,
and discover how to truly know God.
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Luke 15:1-3

INow all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to

him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This
fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them this parable:

Prayer: Approaching an Awesome God—Holy and Living God, we approach this
time of prayer with curiosity about your world. With all our senses, we open to you.

Give us lenses of awe with which to perceive and love others as you perceive and
love us. We imagine in our mind’s eye now the people in our lives, the people of
our communities, and the people of our world. Each of them is beloved by you, and
this alone creates awe in us. We especially lift up those who need our prayers in this
moment...[Name those who are on your heart in these moments].

For all these people and all your beloved,

Hear our prayer, Awesome God.

Give us lenses of awe with which to perceive and love your creation as you

perceive and love it. Each strange and new species, each surprising wild flower,

each ant carrying a load ten times its weight reminds us that our curiosity is fed in

so many ways. You are making all things new all around us. Help us to care for the

nature around us...[Name the parts of creation on your heart in these moments].
For all these places, creatures, and lifeforms, and those we name in our hearts,
Hear our prayer, Awesome God.

Give us lenses of awe with which to perceive and love life as you perceive and love
the life you have given us. Open us to greet each new day as if there is something
new to learn and experience so that we might stay curious and love discovery along
this journey. Slow us down in this season of Lent so that we might savor anew the
gift of life. We pause in this silence, setting intentions of awe for the week ahead.
[Name your intentions for your spiritual practice this week.]

For all these intentions,

Hear our prayer, Awesome God.

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)—Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
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us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Sung Prayer Response

You are a great and awesome God, You forgive us all our sins,

your wonders we proclaim. you transform us with your love.
You are our Rock, our Strength, our In joyful, grateful, hearts we sing
Shield, from age to age the same. you are a great and awesome God.

Visio Divina—For online worship, we’ll be engaging in the spiritual practice of
Visio Divina. "Visio Divina is translated as ‘divine seeing’ and is related to Lectio
Divina ‘divine reading’. While Lectio Divina is a form of prayer focused on
scripture, Visio Divina focuses on images.” If you worship at home with our
mailing, find an image you have at home (a work of art, a photograph, an image in a
book or on your phone) to contemplate. See what the Spirit reveals through it.

"The human gaze is not the closed, fixed view of a camera but is creative and
constructive...So much depends then on how we see things...Each of us is
responsible for zow we see, and how we see determines what we see. Seeing is not

merely a physical act: the heart of vision is shaped by the state of soul." -- from
John O'Donohue's Beauty, 2004.
Hymn Called as Partners in Christ’s Service, 581

Benediction—Be a “purveyor of awe,” curating a life of spiritual depth that
inspires others to join you on the journey. May the Creator, Redeemer, and
Sustainer of Awe, the Holy One-in-Three, be with you now and throughout these
days, Amen. Service adapted from worshipdesignstudio.com/awe.

T“What Is Visio Divina?” at “St. John’s Bible - Truett Course Guide.” Baylor University, libguides.baylor.edu.



